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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 2-3, 5-21 , 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Caviedes et al. (US 6,646,673 B2, hereinafter "Caviedes"). 

Regarding claim 23, Caviedes discloses a computing device (facilitator terminal 
1 02) storing computer executable instructions adapting said device to: 

receive data streams (facilitator terminal 102 collects all the input data from each 
of client terminals 104, 106, 108 in the form of video, audio and text; col. 3, lines 43-48); 

transcode at least one of said received data streams to a bitrate different than 
that with which it was received, based on a level of activity associated with a participant 
originating the stream (the frame rates for inactive participants are lower than the frame 
rates of more active participants; col. 7, lines 5-10); 

provide output data streams formed from said received data streams to said 
participants (input data collected by the facilitator terminal 102 is redistributed to the 
client terminals 104, 106, 108; col. 3, lines 46-48). 
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Regarding claim 24, the video image of an inactive participant would literally 
freeze (col. 7, lines 5-7). 

Regarding claims 21, 25-26, Caviedes discloses a method of controlling display 
of video associated with a conference comprising: 

displaying a plurality of video images (windows A, B, C, D; Figure 6), each of said 
plurality of video images representing one of said multiple conference participants 
(views of four participants are shown in respective windows A, B, C, D; col. 5, lines 43- 
50); 

continuing to display all of said plurality of video images (Figure 6), while 
adjusting an appearance of a video image representing one of said conference 
participants (window properties can be used to visualize the activity information, such as 
window size, image frame rate, image resolution, window border color, background 
color, brightness, special effects, etc.; col. 5, line 63 - col. 6, line 8), in dependence on a 
level of activity associated with said one of said conference participants (during the 
session, window parameters change in consequence of the received activity 
information; col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 8). 

Regarding claim 2, the window parameters change as activity levels change 
during the conference (col. 5, lines 50-52). For instance, windows corresponding to 
talkative participants have gradually moved upward (col. 5, lines 52-53). 

Regarding claim 3, changing window parameters include window size (col. 5, 
lines 63-65). 
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Regarding claim 5, at the start of a conference, when activity levels are similar, 
the windows A', B', C\ D' are at the bottom right region of the display (Figure 6; col. 5, 
lines 48-50). 

Regarding claims 6, 20, customization is possible so that user can choose how to 
visualize information (col. 7, lines 7-8). 

Regarding claim 7, changing window parameters include border color or 
background color (col. 5, lines 63-66). 

Regarding claim 8, the facilitator terminal receives activity information such as 
key stroke count and talking time count (col. 4, lines 50-54) or an indication of volume of 
audio or the number of words generated (col. 6, lines 15-19). 

Regarding claim 9, note display manager 550. 

Regarding claim 10, monitoring unit 540 derives remote user activity from the 
received remote user input data (col. 5, lines 20-24). 

Regarding claim 11, each terminal 402, 404, 406, 408 derives and distributes 
local user activity information for display at the remote terminals (col. 4, lines 62-65). 

Regarding claim 12, changing window parameters include image resolution (col. 
5, line 65). 

Regarding claim 14, sending unit 542 transmits video by way of network 510 
(Figure 5). 

Regarding claim 15, frame rates are higher for leading participants (col. 7, lines 

5-7). 
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Regarding claim 16, activity information can be based on detected motion such 
as nodding (col. 6, lines 20-26). 

Regarding claim 17, activity information can be based on the volume of audio 
(col. 6, lines 15-17). 

Regarding claim 18, video images are redistributed by the facilitator terminal to 
each client terminal (col. 3, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claims 13, 19, video image of an inactive participant remains frozen 
(col. 7, lines 6-7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Caviedes 
in view of Nelson et al. (US 2004/0008635 A1, hereinafter "Nelson"). 

Caviedes differs from claim 4 in that it does not teach presenting audio at a 
volume that varies in dependence on said level of activity. However, Nelson, from the 
same field of endeavor, teaches the desirability of adjusting the volume of a participant 
based on the level of activity (paragraphs 68-69) such that it would have been obvious 
to an artisan of ordinary skill to incorporate such audio volume adjusting, as taught by 
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Nelson, within the method of Caviedes so that audio from the more active participant 
can be heard above the audio from less active participants. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-21 , 23-26 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Terui et al. show assigning a value to each videoconference 
participant based on activity level and adjusting a video image accordingly. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Stella L. Woo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



